Why Bishops?  A Historical/Biblical Look

At The Reason For The Office Then And Now

Prepared by T.W. Wiles


The following paper examines the history of the Christian church and its pendulum swing development of positions of leadership.  As a paper it draws heavily from the multi volume work, Schaff’s History of the Church author Philip Schaff and from other resources like it including The Dictionary of Christian antiquities, author Sir William Smith, 1813-1893.
While much of it is word for word from the sources any person who has explored these works will know that it is highly abridged.  For the purposes of this paper I have taken the liberty to put words in more modern sentence form, have in some cases “simplifies” phrases to make them more compatible to the reader of today, and have made a few interjections, generally identified by brackets [ ].  I do believe the material here to be true to the intent of their writings.
As such, this represents my current understanding of the existence of bishops in the early church, the corruption of the office by the developing church, and the necessity of the office in the New Testament church of today.

I believe!

†Terry Wiles, Bishop-Elect
That there were bishops in the early church and directed by scripture is without doubt.  There was biblical and practical purposes for the office.

The Bishop was an overseer of ministries, recognized by the “clergy” [the body of all the people] and by the “presbytery” [the recognized elders or spiritual leader(s) of the congregation] to be of such spiritual character to hold such an office.

As such, the bishop was given freedom and power to watch over a larger ministry, being a shepherd of shepherds under the Great Shepherd, caring for the church as the administrative officer, protecting sound doctrine, training and commissioning pastors, teachers and Christian workers and being responsible for the ongoing work of God in his region.

Their administrative functions brought them in close relations to the deacons who were their executive aids, helping them care for the poor and the sick and the temporal needs of the church while giving the bishop time for prayer and study of the word of God and the expansion of the Gospel.

The term bishop was part of the church during the times of the Apostles and when used, referred to an individual rather than a group, distinguishing the role of that individual to be pastoral and having oversight responsibilities.

What follows is an expanded timeline showing the development of the role of bishop and the ultimate move away from scripture resulting in the corruption of the office as a man made institutional authority rather than a spiritual gift to the church who would help others obtain their rightful position as a priest unto God.
Apostolic Period
AD 30 – 100
· Day of Pentecost to death of John

· Nationalities reached by gospel

· Jews

· Greeks

· Roman

Book of Acts gives information to year AD 63.

Rest of century has little information except writings of John.

· Four primary pillars of the church.

· Peter

· James

· John (the elder)

· Martyred in AD 44 succeeded by James, brother of the Lord.

· Paul

· Paul meets Peter in Jerusalem AD 40

· Jerusalem council AD 50 resulted in peaceful concordat

· Churches and Leadership
· Jerusalem:  the mother church of Jewish Christianity, thus all Christianity grew under personal direction of chiefly Peter.

· Apostles were assisted by a number of presbyter (elders) and deacons.

· The presbyter/elders was based on the Synagogue plan reflecting the natural outflow of Jewish roots.

· This is the earliest ecclesiastical office instituted by the church.

· AD 50 Paul appointed “elders” in every church with prayer and fasting (Acts 14:23); to the Philippians (Phil 1:1) he speaks of “bishops” and “deacons.”

· The word “Bishop” flows out of this leadership structure, evidently an abbreviation of the Greek episkopos and Latin episcopus.
· The Septuagint gives the term the generic meaning of “superintendency, oversight, searching” referring to oversight of matters pertaining to the church, the state, and the army. (Num 4:16, 31:14; Judg 9:28; 2 Kings 12:11; 2 Chron 34:12, 17)  In Septuagint and Classic Greek governors were called by this name.

· In the New Testament the term is applied to Christ Himself.  (1 Peter 2:25).  Paul uses it many times as an alternative of elder.  (Titus 1:5,7; 1 Tim 3:1, 4:14, 5:17,19)

· Their office is defined as “ruling” (Rom 12:8), “overseeing” (Acts 20:17, 28; 1 Pet 5:2), caring for the flock of God (Acts 20:28).

· The word archein, “to rule,” in the hierarchical sense, is never used.

· At the New Testament point in church development there is no trace of formal ordination in the later hierarchical sense.  There was a laying on of hands that points to a recognition of certain spiritual gifts (Acts 13:3; 1 Tim 4:14; 2 Tim 1:6; Acts 14: 26; 15:40)

Ante Nicene Age AD 100 – 325
· This age has continually, since the Reformation, been a battle field between Roman Catholic and Evangelical historians and polemics, and is claimed by both for their respective creeds.
· Great creeds were beginning to form defending the divine origin and character of the Christian religion and the true doctrine of Christ and the Holy Trinity.
· The church during this period was altogether based upon the voluntary principle.  Its theology was mainly apologetic against the paganism of Greece and Rome, and polemic against the various forms of Gnostic heresy.
· During this period, the offices of bishop and presbyter (elder) and deacon saw solid development.  The worship became more liturgical.  Out of this transition would eventually flow full grown Roman Catholicism and a split in the true Universal [catholic] church.  
· Ordination of bishops
· At this point bishops appear to be appointed by popular election, rising out of the presbyters/elders, to be the recognized overseer of the local work and/or chairman of the group of leaders.
· Christianity became prominent in the known world.  Tertullian, in his apology, writes: “...we have filled every place belonging to you – cities islands, castles, towns, assemblies, your very camp, your tribes, companies, palace, senate, forum! ... We can count your armies; our numbers in a single province will be greater.”

· As the church grew it became a seemingly bigger threat to the political climate of the day.  Emperors did not want to hear of a coming King.  Those who proclaimed such doctrines were caused to be tortured, made fun of, banished and martyred.

· Symeon, bishop of Jerusalem, following his predecessor James, was accused by fanatical Jews, and crucified AD 107, at the age of one hundred and twenty years.

· Sometimes between AD 107 and AD 110 the distinguished bishop Ignatius of Antioch was condemned to death, transported to Rome, and thrown before wild beasts in the Coliseum

· Much of the history of Ignatius is questionable because of spurious enlargement of his letters by the 5th century.  The original letters were changed with interpolations, created to posthumously enlist Ignatius as an unwitting witness in theological disputes of that age.

· According to tradition, he was a pupil of the Apostle John, chosen as bishop second after Peter, Euodius being the first.  He was a man of apostolic character and governed the church with great care.
· Ignatius was the pastor of a local church and had limited territorial influence.

· In succeeding years many other bishops and leaders of the Christian church were martyred in similar fashion including the bishop of the church at Smyrna, AD 167, who died at eighty-six years.  He would have enjoyed the friendship of St. John for twenty years or more.


· Throughout the second and third century the authorities were especially severe with the bishops and officers of the churches.  Many perished in this persecution.

· As a result of the years of Christian Martyrs, the church paid to the martyrs (and even to their mortal remains) a veneration which clearly exceeded the scriptural limit.  Afterwards this degenerated into the worship of saints and relics.  Heathen hero-worship now continued in the church and was baptized with Christian terminology.

· It started in innocence as seen in a letter of the church of Smyrna, the year, AD 155:
”They [the Jews] know not, that we can neither ever forsake Christ, who has suffered for the salvation of the whole world of the redeemed nor worship another.  Him indeed we adore as the Son of God; but the martyrs we love as they deserve for their surpassing love to their King and Master, as we wish also to be their companions and fellow-disciples.”
· But the early church did not stop with this.  Origen, AD 185 – 232, even went so far as to ascribe to the sufferings of the martyrs an atoning virtue for others, an efficacy like that of the sufferings of Christ.

· Roman Catholicism was firmly developing with its extra-scriptural prayers to and venerations of godly people.

· The beginnings of the Roman primacy appear; and the exclusive unity of the Roman Catholic church develops itself in opposition to heretics and schismatics.

· The first century church was beginning to give place to the Roman Catholic Episcopal system and eventually, by the fourth century giving place to the patriarchal.

· The Greek church stopped here while the Latin church went a step further and produced in the middle ages the papal monarchy.
· When these changes occurred, the idea and institution of a special priesthood, distinct from the body of people, with the accompanying notion of sacrifice and altar were instituted.  This took human form rather than Scriptural form.
· Legalism and ceremonialism took hold.
· An Old Testament model was adopted using the Levitical priesthood as its analogy for the threefold hierarchical ministry of bishop, priest, and deacon.
· These changes took root during the second century and served to separate the believers into two classes:  1) Those who could pray and teach and exhort in the congregation, and 2) Those who could not.
The New Testament knows no spiritual aristocracy or nobility but calls all believers “saints” though many fall far short of their vocation.  Nor does it recognize a special priesthood in distinction from the people, as mediating between God and the laity.

The New Testament knows only one high-priest, Jesus Christ, and clearly teaches the universal priesthood, as well as universal kingship, of believers.

In the New Testament, some are singled out with specific callings and giftings from God and separated for leadership within the church.  But the entire body of Christians are called “clergy,” [using the word in a modern sense] a peculiar people, the heritage of God.  The entire body of Christians are ministers and are to minister.
As each one has received a gift, minister it to one another, as good stewards of the manifold grace of God.  If anyone speaks, let him speak as the oracles of God.  If anyone ministers, let him do it as with the ability which God supplies, that in all things God may be glorified thorough Jesus Christ, to whom belong the glory and dominion forever and ever.  Amen.  (1 Peter 4:10,11)

In the apostolic church there was a ministerial office, instituted by Christ for the very purpose of raising the mass of believers from infancy and pupilage to independent and immediate intercourse with God, to that prophetic, priestly, and kingly position which belongs to them all.

These, who hold the ministerial office, are nowhere represented as priests in the Old Testament sense, nor in the Roman Catholic sense, nor in any other sense than Christians generally are priests, with the privilege of direct access to the throne of grace in the name of their One and eternal High-Priest in heaven.

The most fully developed state of ecclesiastical organization, as shown in the Pastoral Epistles, say nothing about a sacerdotal
 function.  They emphasize the teaching, ruling, and pastoral functions of the presbyter-bishop.

The Apocalypse, which was written still later, emphatically teaches the universal priesthood and kingship of believers.

The Apostles themselves never claim nor exercise a special priest function.

It was finally, circa AD 258, that Cyprian goes further and applies all the privileges, duties, and responsibilities of the Aaronic priesthood to the officers of the Christian church.  He may therefore be called the proper father of the sacerdotal conception of the Christian ministry as a mediating agency between God and the people.

In the third century it became customary to apply the tem “priest,” not to all those in the body of believers, but directly and exclusively to the Christian ministers, especially the bishops.  In the same manner the whole ministry, and it alone, was called “clergy,” with a double reference to its presidency and its peculiar relations to God.  It was distinguished by this name from the Christian people or “laity.”

The term “clergy,” first signified the lot by which office was assigned, [Greek Kleros see Acts 1:17] was used to mean those persons to “whom care and oversight has been assigned [allotted].”  As the church developed in structure it began to signify the office itself, then the persons holding that office and was transferred from the Christians generally to the “ministers” exclusively.
Thus, as early as the third century, the foundations of a complete hierarchy was in place.

· The body of the laity consisted of two classes:  the faithful, or baptized and communicating members, and the catechumens, who were preparing for baptism.  The clergy was separated and began to represent themselves as a caste independent of the people.

· When it came to the ordination of bishops, the body of believers retained for a long time the right of approval and rejection in the choice of its ministers, even of the bishop.  

· In the time of Origen, 185 – 254, there finally came the rise and development of the episcopate as distinct from the presbytery.  “The Church” and its hierarchy became the supreme.  A full distinction between clergy and laity was in place.  

In such a church the office of bishop became authoritarian/dictatorial rather than an overseeing/pastoral office.  This new order of leaders, according to Origen, consisted of overseers of the people of God who sought earthly prominence and made themselves terrible and inaccessible to the poor.

Nicene Age AD 325 - 600 
· During this age there were several creeds developed to promote New Testament doctrine verses the many and varied heresies that arose.  But at the same time there was the solid development of hierarchy that served to fully separate from the people and moved the church into the dark ages.
· The Episcopal form of government was universally established in the Eastern and Western church as early as the middle of the second century.  Yet, it did not reach its final form but by a step by step process.
· Hierarchy developed deeply and submission to the authority of the bishop is first encouraged and then commanded.
· As the Roman system continued to develop the bishop was put on the level of God.  Salvation came to pretty much depend upon obedience to the bishop.
· By the middle of the third century, Cyprian, AD 245 - 248, (bishop and martyr of the church in North Africa) represents the claims of episcopacy and considers the bishops as the bearers of the Holy Spirit, who passed from Christ to the apostles, from them by ordination to the bishops, in an unbroken line of succession, giving efficacy to all religious exercises.

Hence, “the bishop,” says he, “is in the church and the church in the bishop, and if any one is not with the bishop he is not in the church.”  This is the same as to say, he is no Christian.
· Leo I, AD 440 – 461, would make salvation depend upon obedience to the Pope.
· Originally appointed by popular election of clergy and people the Laodicene Council, AD 365 “took the first steps towards the ultimate practical extinction of really popular elections.”  (Dictionary of Christian Antiquities, [DOCA] pp 216)

· Vestments, Staff and ring added as part of ordination in 6th century; Miter, 10th century only in West.  (DOCA, pp 222)

· Metropolitan Bishop developed out of human necessity [and became hierarchy] and were probably not a part of the earliest church.  The metropolitan became the president of the Episcopal meeting [elected from the college of bishops] (DOCA vol II pp 1172)

The Roman Catholic church today tries to say the hierarchical system of priest, bishops, etc existed from the beginning in the New Testament church but it did not.  The hierarchical organization fully originated in the 3rd century when Rome began to move towards what we know today as Roman Catholicism.  

The Middle or Dark Ages  AD 600 - 1500
Eventually, the Roman church claims not only human but divine right for the papacy and traces its institution directly to Christ.  [Much of their sources are viewed a spurious by the non Roman church showing evidence of being altered for their own purposes]

This hierarchical spirit arose from the domineering spirit of the Roman church.  Victor (AD 189 – 199) the bishop of Rome, in his own name excommunicated the churches of Asia Minor for a trifling difference of ritual.  From this hierarchical assumption there was only one step towards the papal absolutism, and this found its ultimate doctrinal climax in the future Vatican dogma of papal infallibility [defined doctrinally by first Vatican Council 1870].
The Roman Catholic church formed their “clergy” into a hierarchy and saw these leaders as being “The Church.”  That structure would shortly bring along a Pope and other structures that would cause a great division in the church [1000 AD – 1300 AD], the division between the West and the East.

The Reformation
The Reformation brought a great cry against the hierarchical system of bishops who had become great temporal lords immersed in schemes of political and material aggrandizement.  

At this time the Roman Church and The Church of England began their own acts of martyring by putting to death those who would not submit to their Lordship by refusing to wear proper vestments and/or holding doctrines of sola scriptura as to authority.
Because of these abuses most reformers reject the office of bishop.  Calvin [1500 AD] deplores the loss of bishops and hopes that bishops of the primitive [early church] order would some day be restored.

We must distinguish between Catholicism and Romanism.  The former embraces the ancient Oriental church and in a wider sense all the modern evangelical churches.  Romanism is the Latin church turned against the Reformation, consolidated by the Council of Trent and completed by the Vatican Council of 1870 with its dogma of papal absolutism and papal infallibility.

Romanism and Protestantism believe in one God:  Father, Son and Holy Spirit and in one divine-human Lord and Savior of the race.  They accept in common the Holy Scriptures and the common faith.  They agree in every article of the Apostles’ Creed and the Nicene Creed.  
But Romanism holds also a large number of “traditions of the elders,” which Protestantism rejects as extra-scriptural or anti-scripture; such are the papacy, the worship of saints and relics, transubstantiation, the sacrifice of the mass, prayers and masses for the dead, works of supererogation
, purgatory, indulgences, the system of monasticism with its perpetual vows and ascetic practices, besides many superstitious rites and ceremonies.

Protestantism, on the other hand, revived and developed doctrines of sin and grace, the sufficiency of Scriptures as a rule of faith, the sufficiency of Christ’s work as a source of justification; and the right of direct access to the Word of God and the throne of grace without human mediators.

For several years, beginning with the reformers in the 15th century, Protestantism moved rapidly forward, so much so it threatened to overthrow the papal church.  But towards the close of the sixteenth century the triumphant march of the Reformation was suddenly arrested.

Romanism rose like a wounded giant, and made the most vigorous efforts to reconquer the lost territory in Europe, and to extend its dominion in Asia and South America.

Since that time the numerical relation of the two churches has undergone little change.  But the progress of secular and ecclesiastical history has run chiefly in Protestant channels.

Why A Reformation?

Many things gave rise to and necessity for the Reformation.  Among them were:

· The papacy was secularized and changed into a selfish tyranny whose yoke became more and more unbearable.

· Celibacy was a fountain of unchastity and uncleanness.

· Bishoprics were perpetuated without regard to qualification.

· Discipline was nearly ruined.

· Theology was a maze of scholastic subtleties, speculations that ignored the great doctrines of the gospel.  Carlstadt, the older colleague of Luther, confessed that he had been a doctor of divinity before he had seen a complete copy of the Bible.

· Saint worship and image worship, superstitious rites and ceremonies obstructed the direct worship of God in spirit and in truth.

· Piety which should proceed from a living union of the soul with Christ was turned outward through public fasting, almsgiving, confession to priests, and pilgrimage to a holy shrine.

· Remission of sin could be bought with money.

· A shameful traffic in indulgences was carried on under the Pope’s sanction for filthy lucre as well as for the building of St. Peter’s Dome.

These and other abuses caused an outburst of moral indignation which was the beginning of the Reformation.  The best proof of this is furnished by a pope of exceptional integrity, Adrian VI., who made an extraordinary confession of the papal and clerical corruption to the Diet of Durnberg in 1522 and tried earnestly, though in vain, to reform his court; and by Pope Pius IV., in the bull of confirmation, [who] likewise declares that one of the objects of the council was “the correction of morals and the restoration of ecclesiastical discipline.”

The Reformers were all born, baptized, confirmed, and educated in the Roman Catholic church.  Most of them had served as priest at her altars.  They chose not to leave but to stand up for Reform.  Those who resisted Rome were excommunicated. 
The Reformation started from the question:  What must a man do to be saved?  How shall a sinner be justified before God, and attain peace of his troubled conscience?  The Reformers were supremely concerned for the salvation of the soul, the glory of Christ, and the triumph of His gospel.

The Reformation removed the obstruction that had been placed between Christ and the believer.  It opened the door to direct union with Him as the only Mediator between God and man.  It made His gospel accessible to every reader without the permission of a priest.  It was a return to first principles.
The three fundamental principles of the Reformation are:  1) The supremacy of the Scriptures over tradition, 2) The supremacy of faith over works, and 3), The supremacy of the Christian people over an exclusive priesthood.

The Reformation did not attempt to take away the offices of leadership.  The Reformation moved to put the offices of leadership into the Scriptural balance of power and authority and humble servant hood.

The ultimate aim was to bring evangelical freedom, or freedom in Christ to every man through a living union with Christ as the only and all-sufficient Lord and Savior from sin and death.

As pertaining to bishops, the social or ecclesiastical principle of Protestantism is the general priesthood of believers, in distinction from the special priesthood which stands mediating between Christ and the laity.  The bishop is recognized for his gifts and callings and serves in a position of overseeing the ministry in his field of labor.

The Roman church is an exclusive hierarchy and assigns to the laity the position of passive obedience.  The Roman bishops are the teaching and ruling church.  They alone constitute a council or synod and have the exclusive power of legislation and administration.  Laymen have no voice in spiritual matters.  They [could not] even read the Bible without the permission of the priest, who holds the keys of heaven and hell.  [This has changed somewhat since the second Vatican council]

In the early church [AD 33 – 150 +/-], the bishop was a recognized spiritual leader of leaders who was charged with leading the flock of Christ into maturity and helping them take their place in the “clergy” or body of mature Christ followers.  They were protectors of the flock not Lord’s over the flock.  Rome changed that.
This New Testament scriptural principle, consistently carried out, raises the laity to active cooperation in the government and administration of the church; it gives them a voice and vote in the election of the pastor; and it makes every member of the congregation useful, according to his peculiar gift, for the general good.

It is this principle that is the source of religious and civil liberty which flourishes most in Protestant countries.  Religious liberty is the mother of civil liberty.  The universal priesthood of Christians leads legitimately to the universal kingship of free, self-governing citizens, whether under a monarchy or under a republic.

A good effect of this principle showed itself in the spread of Bible knowledge among the laity, in popular hymnology and congregational singing, in the institution of lay-eldership, and in the pious zeal of the magistrates for moral reform and general education.

But as in Roman Catholicism there was abuse, it was true also in Protestantism that this principle was shamefully perverted and abused by secular rulers who seized the control of religion, made themselves bishops and popes in their dominion, defied all discipline by their own immoral conduct and robbed the churches of their power.

The true development lies in the direction of general education, the building of solid congregations with active memberships and in the intelligent cooperation of the laity with the ministry in all good works, at home and abroad.

Conclusion by TW Wiles
The Roman church is a church of priests and has the grandest temples of worship.

The Lutheran church is a church of theologians and has most learning and the finest hymns.

The New Testament church is a church of Christian people:  bishops, elders, pastors.  All of them “clergy” [ministers] who are actively using their gifts and talents serving God and one another while reaching the lost with their evangelistic fervor which is seen in their preaching, their prayer, and lover for God and one another.

A negative result of the Reformation, one not contemplated by the Reformers, was the inevitable consequence of the determined opposition of the whole Roman hierarchy to the Reformation.  As a result of the unified opposition of the Roman hierarchy and the success of the message of the Reformers, there was a wholesale rejection of Episcopal hierarchy which is necessary for proper administration of the church.  This resulted in the transfer of the Episcopal and papal power to the head of the state in which said “Reformed” church existed.
Thus, during the Reformation there was further recoil [under the spiritual tyrannies of the Church of England] leading to greater resistance in the form of Congregationalism which sees the church as a spiritual democracy.

Pilgrims expatriated themselves to secure their spiritual liberty, ridding themselves from the “State” church and its self-perpetuated power thus providing the religious freedom and civil democracy of America today.

Biblical hierarchy should exist for the purposes of administration and oversight with the body of believers.  Said hierarchy should flow out of the body of believers in individuals having been recognized for their godly calling and having a servants heart.  These are undoubtedly those whom Paul refers to as “the elders who rule well...especially those who labor in the word and doctrine” (1 Timothy 5:17).

Apostolic succession still exists today and the criteria has not changed.  Those leaders who rule well, laboring in the word and doctrine, who are recognized by their congregations and peers as having the calling of God on their life; these individuals are surely in the linage of the apostles and our great Shepherd and Bishop of our souls (1 Peter 1:25).  Such succession does not exist because some man or group declares it or lays hands on you.  It exists because He has called you and set you apart for His own service.  The man’s gift makes room for him (Proverbs 18:16).  These gifts and callings are recognized by man through public ordination and the laying on of hands.  Those who lay their hands on the man are the dispensable unit.  It is the Lord who calls and anoints and separates.  
For this reason it is important that the bishop have a congregation who affirms his gifts and callings.  This affirmation, along with the recognition of those gifts and callings from his peers make him a candidate for ordination to the office of overseer.  

That the early church recognized this is evident from their system of calling from the congregation those upon whom was evidence of the Lord’s calling.  From the body of believers [clergy all] were chosen men (and women) who were set apart for service.  From these elders [presbytery] flowed an overseer who was recognized as the spiritual under shepherd of the great Shepherd.

The developing Roman system corrupted this by making the transfer a choice of a select few.  Many godly church leaders died at the hands of this apostate church until finally there was a Reformation.  At the Reformation a pendulum swing away from corruption began.  The pendulum swing away from a corrupted system produced relief from that corruption, however a pendulum swing rarely stops in a balanced position but continues its swing into equal error at the other extreme.

From the Reformation on the pendulum kept swinging, in some cases even moving beyond the balance point.  Now the tendency moved towards individualism.  Independent denominations under the names of Presbyterians, Independents or Congregationalists, Baptists, Quakers, and others came on the scene.  They all professed the principles of the Reformation but differed in minor points of doctrine, and especially in discipline and the mode of worship.

The Methodist revival shook England and the American colonies during the eighteenth century.  This gave rise to a new denomination which spread quickly.  

Protestantism in the nineteenth century was divided into half a dozen or more large denominations.  Episcopalians, Lutherans, Presbyterians, Congregationalists, Methodists, and Baptists became distinct and separate families.  Pentecostalism started as a spark that grew into a flame that today has spread around the world.  The centrifugal tendency of expanding Protestantism is still producing new denominations, especially in American type democracies where no political power can check its progress.

But today, in many cases, the pendulum has swung too far going beyond the balance of biblical church authority.  This is certainly true with some rigid congregational or independent systems and new “home church” movements that give every person the “freedom” of “self calling” and freedom from a biblical body of believers that “self” must find its place in if it is to be a body (See 1 Corinthians 12).
The Scriptures still indicate a definite calling of God by some into ministerial leadership of His church.  Those whom God calls are to be recognized by the “clergy” [body of believers].  They are truly God’s gift to the church for the purpose of “equipping of the saints for the work of ministry, for the building up of the body of Christ” (Ephesians 4:12) and for the purposes of serving and administering the work of Christ’s church.

Some will be bishops [overseers] who bring spiritual oversight with the heart of a servant.  Others will be presbytery [elders/pastors] who lead and direct local churches under the direction of those charged with oversight.  Others will be deacons, men and women alike, who are to be the “right hand” of the presbytery, helping them minister to the people and administer the Church.  

All of this flows out of and stays in balance with the “clergy” [body of believers] who are priests unto God themselves yet recognize and affirm the giftings and callings of those men or women of God that are called to lead.

Every spirit of narrowness, bigotry or exclusiveness must give way to a spirit of evangelical catholicity.  This Universal Church leaves each group free to work out its own mission according to its special gifts and callings, and equally free to cooperate in the noble rivalry with all other churches and denominations for the glory of the common Master and the building up of His Kingdom.  

Now to Him who is able to do exceedingly abundantly above all that we ask or think, according to the power that works in us, to Him be glory in the church by Christ Jesus to all generations, forever and ever.  Amen.
Ephesians 3:20,21
�  religious belief emphasizing the powers of priests as essential mediators between God and humankind


�  In the � HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Theology" \o "Theology" �theology� of the � HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Roman_Catholic_Church" \o "Roman Catholic Church" �Roman Catholic Church�, "works of supererogation" (also called "acts of supererogation") are those which are performed beyond what is required by God.
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